
Riverside Drive Gardens Tour with Debe Fennell 

Saturday, July 3rd from 9am to 10am and July 17th from 9am to 10am 

Starting at Bicentennial Sculpture Park: 10 Ralston St, Reno, NV 89503 

We’ll walk WEST along the Truckee River walk for 2.5 blocks as Debe helps you discover the 

diversity and beauty of the gardens along Riverside Drive. These city gardens are maintained by the 

Debe and the Rotary Club of Reno, along with assistance from the City of Reno Park Maintenance 

Department and KTMB staff and volunteers.  

Debe will talk about: 

• What grows in the Riverside Drive (River Walk) gardens and the benefits to our city 

• How the gardens are maintained by ordinary citizen volunteers, with help from our friends 

• Why she started out weeding and managed the planting of more than 20,000 plants in the 

gardens 

 

For the last 7 years, Debe has worked to clean up and enhance the gardens, to include plants that 

have been there for many years, adding hundreds of new plants and shrubs along the way. Her goal 

is to have no dirt showing! And, to show people plants that can be grown here in the Truckee 

Meadows…with the proper care. This work started as her personal project and was joined with the 

Rotary Club of Reno when they partnered with the City of Reno to create the Bicentennial Sculpture 

Park. Both the park and the river walk have been adopted by the Rotary club as on-going projects.  

Along the garden walk you’ll see daffodils and tulips in springtime and roses and asters and 

coreopsis in summer. There are Butterfly bushes and forsythia in season, as well as bachelor 

buttons and daylilies. Along with covering all the dirt, the plan is to have something blooming in 

every season, or at least have some color.  

BIO:  

Debe Fennell is a member the Rotary Club of Reno and she sits on the City Of Reno’s Arts & 

Culture committee for the Bicentennial Park Sculpture Garden and Riverside Drive 

beautification project, where she is caretaker of the gardens.  

Debe, a music industry veteran of more than 20 years, moved her skills in marketing and 

promotion to online and social media, including co-founding a crowdfunding platform, and now 

lectures on crowdfunding campaign management. As the owner of Debe Enterprises works with 

LaunchMoxie where she acts Director of the Author Co-op, coaching clients in on-line 

marketing. She is on the Board of Advisors for the Sontag Business Plan Competition at UNR 

and acts as a coach and mentor for startup companies. 

Debe is a Master Gardener, a blues, pop and jazz singer and avid cook.   

 

 



 


